By Krista Habermehl, MR 05

If vou're not much of a beer drinker,
chances are, vou've licard the bues
ibour Black Fly Beverage Companry - 2
vigque Canadian mucro-distllery  thir
bostls  premium  vodks-boased  drmks
with real berry juces
Founded in 205 by
F.ob Helly, BASG, and
his wibe Calyy Siskind-
Kelly, the “proudly
Canadian” London
cooler company  has
experienced rapid
groweh in the frw shion
Vs dince  lauon :':|||':'_
its distinctive product.
I eall it a
brewery  pone |:.!.:||I.
wanid Eelly, whao
ariginally planned
to mtablith 2 micro-
brewery, when he
learned rthe  beer
iEdusiry  was poteeally
experiencing  marker
erosion dus o an
upsurge  mn CovoehEr
-..'L"l'l"\-l.lF"!ll.'l':'ll:'lll
“1 met wach
an Ivey MBA
graduae wha
had beer indassory
cxXporience
anil another
colleague  for
atlvice, anad thes
mignfioned ol
coalers were in
1 g wathy &t 1SS
| thought ro
mvself  Cwhy
wouldnt 1 | et
ko -:'u:'-h I's

then®""

St months
later, the
cotple was in
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that  allowed
{II"J:II % I Tl |
wpr e -
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Also, the couple says being close 1o
Sickind-Kellvi father, local bisinessinan
and former char of Western's Board
of Crowernors, Bob Sskind, BA'RSE,
LLIY¥E4, has an‘ml mvalnable,

"W learned 3 lot about stirong a
amall bassiness frogrn Dad and have come

to rely oo bim greatly as a bosiness
.||.|'.'n-||:l,'- aaniel ?';1'-]-:i|'p,|-H|_'||‘:.'_ The best

dierilbery = the frst of 10e kind i Oncaro

They imbally  settled wmto 2
hghhy-visble locanon i devnroam
London, but have recently moved oo
a much bigger tacilioy o accomumodate
increasing demand for their produce

Originally sold m six  London
LOCBO stores, the company now sells
Black Flv coolers in more than 3000
LOBOY stores and experienced 140-per-
cent growth Lt wear in the Ontario
muarket alone. Black Flv has since broken
o rmarkets m Mova Seota, BOC and
Alberea and has seen wme mterest from
the Yokon. When the nime 15 right, the
couple L rthey would like w ke the
company national and bevond

“We've been cautious  abour

1scH r.|'|-:||1t_r an o much oo soon”

il SiEkimd-Kallv, "We wapted to be
confident that we could serve each
muarket well!

According to Siskmd-Kelly, in the
highly-competitive ficld of aleohalic
|:'\-|,'1.;'r.|.5_:|'-._ -:-r||':. i fop periorinung
brands — the top B0 per cent — stay
on the shelves. “Its 2 compenove and

prece of sdvice he'’s given them, she wid,

it b comtorcable in

relinquishimg  some

of the comtml a4 the
business EOWS,
"We've hired a great
group of people that
we trust and we have
o tonn of T ot work”
she aid

challenping mdustiry = we luave 10
perform a5 well as the big guvs” sad
Sisland-Relly

[Despite the challenges, the couple
SIS 1|1|."."'.'|' received o great amoune of
support from the local comumuniey and
even larpe breweries, who view their
conlers s a4 complementary  produce
rather than competiton. "We teel very
tortunare to have bunched aur company

London,” wid Siakind-Kelly * Black
|"|':. it a3 homerowmn bropd and webep
Lin'ulu'-p-:'d a really mice p-.':.arl.n".'.'l'.l.p with
the city and the wnvenat:”

e borh feel closely ned o
Lesnddon and Wettern" added el whao,
1% 3 skudiene |1x':||;_t i1 Baungeen ~Mptland
resdence, cultivated his entrepreneurial
sparit by launching a fast-food delivery
business called Dial-A-Burger. The
business was  wildly popular  and
weiitLially i ] |.'|.|.; (] ] E";.L'“:'- (k]
MANages while 'I_'u_-|||-- a Tuibl-gigine -.L|.||.‘|l:||l.
Drespive having to aep back froms the

bomapseis, lwe wed the CRPETIENCES s
aavied with him
coptinped oo grage 44
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coolers cranberry and wild bermy,
and black currant and wild Blusherry
— and will be Jd"”"l‘: a third flaveur,
strawberty and rhubarly, in the near
future. Also available & Spiked lee, a
frozen cooler prodoct.

For more  informcio,
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